
                             OFC Autumn and Early Winter Newsletter 2011

                                               The Late Elaine Bullard, M.B.E.

Many folk, both members and non-members, will have been deeply saddened by the news that our  
President, Elaine Bullard, passed away on 10th August after many months of ill health at the age of 
ninety-six.
Elaine was the last surviving founder member of the Field Club and worked tirelessly to ensure that  
the Club has continued to thrive for the last 52 years.  She was elected President in 1993. Elaine 
became a nationally respected botanist although entirely self-taught. She explored and surveyed the 
plant  life  of  most  of  Orkney however  difficult  or  remote  the  terrain.  She  had  an  encyclopaedic 
memory and was able to recall the different habitats and plant populations on most of the islands of  
Orkney, however small. 
Early  in  her  career  Elaine  came  to  recognise  the  vital  importance  of  recording  as  a  tool  of 
conservation and was the driving force behind the setting up of the Orkney Biodiversity Records 
Centre – one of her many achievements.
Elaine’s scholarship and immense contribution to the study of Orkney’s flora were recognised by the 
award of an MBE in 1981 and an Honorary Doctorate of Science by Heriot-Watt University. 
Elaine continued to participate in our field meetings into her mid-eighties and to be active in Club  
affairs until 2007 when she planned the annual Club Treasure Hunt.  Her amazing intellect, incredible 
store of knowledge of Natural History and unending enthusiasm for the study of Orkney’s wildlife  
will be greatly missed.  
A full obituary will appear in the 2012 Bulletin and our Chairman has posted a notice on the Club 
website.

E-mail Addresses.
This is a plea to those members who have not already done so to let our Chairman, Roger, 
have your e-mail addresses. There are occasions when  ad hoc  events are arranged at short 
notice, or interesting wildlife happenings occur which we think you might like to see or we 
want to pass on news items to you or consult you about an urgent issue, but we are unable to  
do any of these things because we lack this information.
You can be assured that Roger will not pass on your address to anyone else and we are aware 
of  our  responsibilities  under  the  Data  Protection  Act.   Please  e-mail  him  NOW: 
roger@headweb.co.uk

Stoats
The members of your Committee fear that the continuing presence of stoats on Mainland Orkney 
threatens a profound, irreversible change in the island’s ecology. Unchecked, they will prey freely 
both on ground-nesting birds and on the Orkney Vole; indeed some fear that the population of the 
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Vole, which is unique to these islands, may be drastically reduced on Mainland. In turn, by impacting 
on food supply, this is likely to have very serious implications for the Hen Harrier and the Short-eared  
Owl.
The  conservation  of  our  natural  heritage  is,  along  with  its  study,  why the  Club  exists,  and  the  
Committee have been discussing what can be done. One breeding season has passed and still there are 
sightings. We are most grateful for the voluntary efforts of those Field Club members and others, who 
have become involved in trapping, but the signs are that much more needs to be done; if substantial 
action is not taken soon, it may be forever too late. We welcome the initiative of the RSPB locally in 
providing substantial numbers of monitoring tubes: better information about stoat numbers and their  
locations must help. Against this background, we will continue to urge on Government and on SNH 
the need for a funded programme with professional trappers, but meanwhile additional volunteers are 
urgently sought.

Can  YOU  help  with  either  monitoring  or  trapping?  In  both  cases  appropriate  training  will  be 
provided.

 Monitoring: the monitoring tubes require initial setting and weekly inspection.
       Trapping: volunteers will be needed to respond to sightings or monitoring reports, acting to a 
             coordinator. They will set traps which will require daily checking.

If we can get enough folk involved, there is a chance that we can solve this problem. If you would like 
to  be  involved,  please  let  Roger  Davies  know,  either  by  phone  (721395)  or  by  e-mail: 
roger@headweb.co.uk

  
OFC Autumn and Early Winter Programme
Our Club Nights, unless otherwise specified, are held in the St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall, starting at 
7.30pm.  Non-members are welcome to attend.  We charge £1 for members and £2 for non-members 
towards the cost of advertising and room and equipment hire.  Under-19s are admitted free.
If you would like to attend any of our outdoor meetings please phone or e-mail the named contact a 
few days before the event, but at least a week beforehand if the event involves a ferry journey or 
shared transport.  Please bring warm waterproof clothing and footwear and some refreshment (and  
midgie repellent!).
Last minute changes to the programme will, if possible, be notified on Radio Orkney, by phone, on  
the Club’s website and by e-mail (if you have given the contact your e-mail address).
If transport is a problem please inform the contact or the secretary and we will try to arrange a lift for  
you.
As usual we include the RSPB Local Group (RSPB LG), Wildlife Explorers’ (WEx) and Scottish 
Ornithologists’ Club (SOC) programmes.

September
Fri  9th.     Going Batty in Orkney with Anne Youngman.
An illustrated talk by bat expert, Anne Youngman, of the Bat Conservation Trust.  7.30pm in the 
Cromarty Hall, St Margaret’s Hope, South Ronaldsay.  This event is organized by the Scapa Flow 
Landscape Partnership Scheme (SFLPS) and the OFC Bat Group, and funded by SFLPS.
(Also see below the WEx Bat-walk with Anne Youngman on Sat 10th Sept) 
Sun 18th.  Lichens at St Magnus Cathedral.
Roger Davies will lead an outing to search for and identify the lichens of the species-rich grave-yard 
at St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall starting at 2pm.  Beginners welcome!   Phone Roger on 721395 or 
e-mail him at roger@headweb.co.uk
Mon 19th.  Fungi Identification with Liz Holden.
7.30pm, Ayre Hotel, Kirkwall , Monday 19 September – Introduction to identifying fungi.
Following on from her talk to Orkney Field Club last autumn, Deeside-based fungi expert Liz Holden 
will explain how to identify fungi, with a presentation and a workshop session in the small function  
room at the Ayre Hotel. The event is free, but space is limited, so please book with Julian Branscombe 
by ringing 852037 or e-mailing julian.branscombe@orkney.gov.uk 
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Tues 20th and Wed 21st.  Fungi Field Trips and Identification Workshops with Liz Holden. 
Full-day field trips to find and identify fungi with Liz. On the Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, 
there will be a chance to join her in the small function room at the Ayre Hotel, from 7.30 to 9.30pm, 
as  she  identifies  each  day’s  finds.  Identification  guides,  keys  and microscopes  will  be  available.  
Contact Julian Branscombe for details and booking, see above.
Liz’s talk and grassland fungi identification event in Kirkwall in October 2010 proved very popular. 
Liz is an excellent teacher, with an enormous knowledge to share.
These Fungi events have been  arranged in partnership between OFC, Orkney Biodiversity Records  
Centre and Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme.

October
Mon 3rd, Tues 4th and Wed 5th.     Getting to Know Mosses and Liverworts
National expert Nick Hodgetts will conduct three days of fieldwork and identification training in this 
daunting but  fascinating group of lower plants.  Details will  be available from Julian Branscombe 
(contact details above) and John Crossley on 831507.
These Mosses and Liverworts events have been arranged in partnership between OFC, Orkney  
Biodiversity Records Centre and Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme.
Sun 9th.    Berriedale Picnic.  
Our annual visit to Orkney’s very special woodland in North Hoy.  Berriedale can be full of surprises 
at  this  time  of  year–  on one  occasion a  flock  of  long-tailed tits  and  on another  12 ring  ouzels.  
Whatever  we  do or  don’t  see,  this  remnant  of  native woodland is  utterly enchanting and full  of 
interest.   By ferry to  Moaness,  minibus  to  Rackwick,  then  on  foot  into  Berriedale  and  back  to 
Moaness.  Contact Jenny Taylor on 811231.
Fri 21st.   Club Night  -  Working on the BSBI’s Threatened Plant Project – a Botanical 
Treasure-hunt in Angus and Aberdeenshire. An illustrated account by Eric and Aileen Meek.
In July 2009 and again in July 2010 Eric and Aileen Meek spent the four weeks of Eric’s RSPB 
sabbatical working on the BSBI’s (Botanical Society of the British Isles) “Threatened Plants Project” 
which involved checking known sites for plant species believed to be in decline.  Following up grid 
references for the various species took them to a host of different habitats from the tops of Munros  
down to coastal sand dunes.  An additional piece of work in 2010 took them to the north Sutherland 
coast carrying out Site Condition Monitoring of the Strathy Coast SSSI where their knowledge of that 
confusing group, the eyebrights, was considerably improved – or was it?      

November
Sun 13th.  OFC Autumn Ramble.
A look at Orkney’s autumn wildlife and land- and sea-scapes. The elements have defeated us for the 
last few years.  This year we will choose the venue when we have seen the weather forecast and keep 
our fingers crossed!  Contact Dick Matson on 751426.
Fri 18th.   Club Night.  The Orkney Vole and the Geological History of the County.
In  an  illustrated  talk  Professor  Keith  Dobney,  of  the  Department  of  Archaeology,  Aberdeen 
University,  describes his research into the DNA of the Orkney Islands’ various populations of the  
Orkney vole and how this reflects on Orkney’s geological history.   

December
Fri 2nd.   OFC Christmas Dinner.  Once again the Lynnfield Hotel has been given the popular vote 
and we will meet there at around 7.30 for 8pm.  If you register your interest with the secretary on 
751426 by 20th November the menu will be e-mailed or phoned to you.

RSPB Local Group Programme
Sun 11th Sept.  To Stronsay for Autumn Migrants.  Last year we hit the jackpot with flycatchers, 
warblers, good waders, and many more species including a rosefinch.  Let’s hope that this year is
half as good!  Book with Dick Matson on 751426.



Sun 25th Sept.  The Autumn Migrants of Sanday.  Sanday also came up with the goods last year – 
besides the commoner birds we found icterine and barred warblers and best of all an arctic redpoll.  
As usual North Loch was alive with waterfowl.  Book with Grace Currie on 872742.
Sat 29th Oct.  RSPB Feed the Birds Day.  This annual countrywide event will take place on 29th Oct 
and here in Orkney will be held as usual at the Wellpark Garden Centre (courtesy of the Glue family)  
from 1030am to 3.30pm.  We will explain to the public what bird food to provide, the best methods of 
dispensing it, what birds can be expected in Orkney gardens and how to make bird-cake and other 
goodies to attract birds and help them through the long winter months.
Thurs 3rd Nov.   RSPB LG AGM and Talk.   Brief AGM business followed by a talk from the 
visiting SOC speaker  on  The Wetland Bird Survey in Scotland.  (see  below).   Time:   7.30pm. 
Venue:  St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall.    The talk will be of particular interest to WeBS counters.    
Sat 12th Nov.  Charities  Bazaar.  The Charities Bazaar will be held in the Kirkwall Community 
Centre from 10am to 3pm.  As usual the RSPB will have a stall in order to show the flag and fund-
raise.  Volunteers are requested to help out on the stall for an hour or two.  If you are unable to help,  
just come along and spend your money (in the right place of course)!  Volunteers please give your  
names to Pauline Wilson on 741382.    

Scottish Ornithologists’ Club Programme
Thurs 6th Oct.  Linking Life-histories; or Where to Find Shags in Winter.
An illustrated talk on the long-term population study of shags on the Isle of May by Hannah Grist of  
the Dept of Zoology, Aberdeen University.  Time: 7.30 pm, venue: St Magnus Centre, contact: Colin 
Corse 874484. 
Thurs 3 Nov.   The Wetland Bird Survey in Scotland.
Chas Holt, WeBS Core Count Co-ordinator for the BTO, describes the survey work and results for  
Scotland.  (The talk follows the RSPB LG AGM – see above)   Time: 8pm, venue: St Magnus Centre,  
contact: Colin Corse 874484.

 Orkney Wildlife Explorers’ Programme

                                                       

Sat 10th September  6.30-9.30pm                             
Bat Detectors – a Bat-walk at dusk with Anne Youngman!
Take your torch, embrace the dark and become a bold and brave bat detector 
Meet: Firth Church Hall, Finstown
Wet weather gear essential, Outdoor footwear essential.
Cost: £1 for members, £1.50 for non-members.

Sun 9th October  2-4pm
Mammal Mozaic
Which Mammals live in Orkney – and where and how do they survive?
Meet: Pickaquoy Centre
Wet weather gear essential, Outdoor footwear essential.
Cost:  £1 for members, £1.50 for non-members.

Sun 13th November  2-4pm
Peedie Sea Walk  -  What can we see on the Peedie Sea?
Which winter birds will be on the Peedie Sea – and why?
Meet:  Pickaquoy Centre
Wet weather gear essential, Outdoor footwear essential.
Cost:  £1 for members, £1.50 for non-members.



Sun 11th December  2-4pm
WEx “WildaboutChristmas” Party!
Will it snow again like 2010?  Or will we get together for feathery festive food and fun?
Meet:  Pickaquoy Centre
An indoor event.
Cost:  £1 for members, £1.50 for non-members.

Solitary Bee Sightings    by John Crossley
Solitary bees of any species are a rarity in Orkney, with just two individuals recorded in the last half  
century,  so the recent  discovery of some apparently thriving colonies is  exciting. Brian Ribbands 
found some colonies of Andrena tarsata near Rackwick in July. This little black bee with white hairs 
on its face is about half the size of a honeybee; it makes little tunnels in clay banks to house its eggs 
and subsequently its growing larvae. Although 'solitary' in their breeding activity, unlike bumblebees 
and honeybees,  very many  bees  may  inhabit  a  single  site,  forming  aggregations  that  may reach 
hundreds or  even thousands.  A tarsata is  scarce in  the  UK,  and a  UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
Priority species,  so this is  an important discovery.  Remarkably,  Brian found a colony of another, 
similar, species, A coitana, shortly afterwards in Rendall.  Dry, clay banks in sunny situations are the 
places to look for both of these species. Little holes, about 3 mm across, may be theirs, but may also 
be made by tiger beetles, worms or possibly other invertebrates. There must be more - do look out for  
them!

Jellyfish Matters    by Penny Martin
As you might have seen in the press, there is a large increase in jellyfish being reported along the  
coast of Scotland, even causing the close down of Torness nuclear power plant after Moon jellyfish 
blocked the water intake system. Several tonnes of the creatures had to be cleared out. 

But do we have jellyfish in the waters around Orkney?  

           

In  August  I  saw the  very beautiful  Aequorea vitrina (sometimes  referred  to  as  Ghost or  Glass 
jellyfish) in several locations. These included Inganess Bay, Birsay, Skipi Geo, the 1st Barrier and 3rd 

Barrier. This jellyfish has a transparent body with 60-100 radial canals. The tentacles in the adult are  
about 4 times the length of the body. I have also seen several Cross jellyfish in Orphir and off the 
Barriers, a dead Bluefire jellyfish in Skipi Geo and Neoturris pileata off The Lash in Orphir.

I have recently been appointed as the Jellyfish recorder for Orkney and would like to hear details if 
you see any live or dead jellyfish in the sea or on the beaches. You can contact me on 761168 or  
07731385676 or e mail at physiopenny@hotmail.co.uk.

Photos would be great especially if you would like me to help identify them. 
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Orkney Bat Group. Summer 2011   by Effy Everiss
The Bat Group have been meeting nearly every week since April. We have had some spectacular  
nights of batting and in contrast some damp, dank and bat-less vigils. One all night bat-watch failed  
due to lack of bats but another all-night session proved very rewarding and greatly added to our  
knowledge of bat behaviour in the county. How do they cope with our short, bright nights and low 
night-time temperatures not to mention the wind? 

We  have  a  dedicated  group  of  folk  who  have 
enthusiastically covered sites on the mainland and 
in the Isles. We have confirmed the location of one 
maternity  roost  and  have  recorded  several  new 
active bat locations. We are starting to recognise the 
regular flight paths of the more established roosts 
which  is  leading  us  towards  finding  more  roost 
sites, not easy as we have such small roosts hidden 
away  from  the  regular  feeding  grounds.  The  bat 
calls  have been recorded and analysed...so far  we 
have only found 45 pipistrelles, but we do have an 
interesting recording from earlier in the year that we 
are seeking further advice on. 

Anne Youngman, the Scottish Bat Officer for the Bat Conservation trust visited in the spring and we  
had a very successful bat talk and walk in the Firth area. The bats once again came out to play at very 

low temperatures of 3-4 deg.C. 
The  Club  has  funded  the 
purchase of two elementary Bat- 
detectors which have been well 
used  all  summer  and  have 
allowed folk to  try before they 
buy!   Anne  is  back  again  in 
September  to  take  the 
youngsters  of  the  RSPB  WEX 
group  out  on  a  bat  walk  after 
some  interesting  bat  related 
activities  in  the  Firth  Hall.  On 
Friday 9th September she will be 

giving a talk on Bats in St Margaret’s Hope to raise awareness in the county which will be organised 
by the Scapa Flow Partnership. 

For further information on the Bat Group contact: orkneybats@hotmail.co.uk

Common pipistrelle

Nathusius pipistrelle
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